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The Government’s objective is to promote 
an inclusive, respectful, authentic, 
measured and consultative approach 
to commemorations, which encourages 
a deeper understanding of the context 
of the time, recognising the diff ering 
perspectives on our shared history 
and seeking to strengthen peace and 
reconciliation on the island of Ireland.  

We have now entered the most 
sensitive phase of the Decade of 
Centenaries (2020-2023), as we mark 
the centenaries of the Struggle for 

Independence, Partition and the 
Foundation of Northern Ireland, the 
Civil War and the Foundation of the 
State.  

The fi nal phase of the Decade 
of Centenaries, from 2021 to 
2023, will be marked with a three 
year programme, beginning in 
2021.  The programme will have a 
common set of broad themes and 

ideas but will be nuanced each year 
to allow for specifi c centenaries to be 
remembered appropriately.  

The Expert Advisory Group on Centenary 
Commemorations has identifi ed the forthcoming 
centenaries as particularly signifi cant:

The Struggle for Independence 1919 – 1921;
The Civil War;
The Foundation of the State;
Partition and the Foundation of Northern Ireland;
The experience of minorities and border 

communities in Ireland, 1919 – 1923; and
The admission of the Irish Free State into the League 

of Nations in September 1923.

The objectives of the Decade of Centenaries 
Programme for 2021-2023 are as follows:

To focus on themes of remembrance and 
reconciliation and on the commemoration of all of 
those who lost their lives during this period; 

To promote a deeper understanding of the 
signifi cant historical events of this period, which 
recognises that the shared historical experiences of 
those years gave rise to very diff erent narratives and 
memories; 

To encourage refl ection about the multiple 
identities, traditions and perspectives that are part of 
the overall Irish historical experience;

To respond with sensitivity to the local historical 

1922 group pic.

Decade of 
Centenaries 
Programme
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In Room 
85 of the 
Gresham 
Hotel, 
Dublin on 
February 
9th, 1922 
Ireland’s 
National 
Policing and 
Security 
Service, 
‘The Civic 
Guard’ or 
‘An Garda 
Síochána’ 
was 
established 
during the 
inaugural 
meeting 
of the 
foundation 
committee 
as chaired 
by 
Michael Collins, then Chairman of the Provisional 
Government of Ireland.  This meeting, although in 
secret, was a seminal moment in Irish history and 
its outcome would eventually help lead to stability 
in Ireland.  

In this our centenary year, we recall the words of 
our fi rst Garda Commissioner Michael Staines, ‘The 
Garda Síochána will succeed not by force of arms or 
numbers, but on their moral authority as servants of 
the people’. This is the mission that continues at the 
very centre of all that we do.   

On the 28th September 1922 the fi rst members 
of the Garda Síochána, then known as the Civic 
Guard arrived in Carlow.  Three (3) Sergeants and 
28 Gardaí arrived at the railway station in Carlow 
and marched to Tullow Street where they were met 
by members of the Military Police of the Irish Free 
State Army who handed them over the keys of the 
Barracks.  In the weeks that followed, members of 
the Civic Guard took up duty at stations in Tullow 
and Muine Bhéag.  

Over the past one hundred years, members of 
An Garda Síochána have served the communities 
of Carlow with distinction.  I wish to thank the 
Carlow Nationalist and Carlow County Council 
Decade of Centenaries Committee for preparing 
this wonderful supplement to document that proud 
history. 

Aidan Brennan
Superintendent

context, acknowledging that there was no 
uniform experience within counties or across 
the island of Ireland; and  

To continue to promote a consultative and 
open approach to commemorations, which 
seeks to strengthen peace and reconciliation 
across the island of Ireland.  A core element 
of reconciliation is acknowledgement of the 
legitimacy of all of the traditions on the island 
that draw their identity and collective memory 
from our shared history.  

Carlow County Council Centenaries 
Committee:

The objective of Carlow County Council’s 
Decade of Centenaries programme for the 
years 2021-2023 is to ensure that the very 
complex period in our history from 1920-1923 
is remembered appropriately, inclusively, 
proportionately, respectfully and with 
sensitivity. 

The Committee is made up of the following 
Elected Members and County Council 
Off icials:

Cllr. Charlie Murphy, Chair of Centenaries 
Committee

Cllr. Fergal Browne, Vice Chair
Cllr. Andrea Dalton 
Cllr. Arthur McDonald 
Cllr. Brian O’Donoghue 
Cllr. Fintan Phelan 
Cllr. John McDonald 
Cllr. John Murphy 
Cllr. John Pender 
Cllr. Ken Murnane 
Cllr. Michael Doran 
Cllr. Tom O’Neill 
Cllr. Tommy Kinsella 
Cllr. John Cassin

Committee facilitated by: 
Pat Delaney, Director of Service
John Shortall, County Librarian
Deirdre Condron, Senior Executive Librarian
Dermot Mulligan, County Museum Curator.
John O’Gorman, Executive Librarian
Christopher Power, Library Assistant
Éamonn Eoin Sullivan, Heritage Off icer

Carlow County Council Decade of Centenaries 
Committee would like to thank Paul Curran 
(CHAS), Charlie Keegan (Journalist) and 
Natasha Dawson (The Nationalist) for their 
valued contribution to this Supplement. 

Collins

Foreword – Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council Decade of 
Centenaries Committee and Aidan Brennan Superintendent
In September 1922 members 
of An Garda Siochána assumed 
the responsibility of policing in 
Co. Carlow, and they did so at a 
time of immense upheaval and 
trauma in the both the county, 
and country. The Civil War 
had opened up fresh wounds 
of division and acrimony that 
would take decades to heal, yet, 
amid this challenging backdrop, 
the new police service soon 
established itself as a trusted, 
dedicated and brave body of 
independent police off icers. 
Today, we can rightly look upon 
our police service, drawn from 
our own people, as one of the 
great success stories of an 
independent Ireland. Since those 
very challenging early days An 

Garda Siochána has continued to 
enjoy the hard-won goodwill of 
the citizenry, and has constantly 
adapted and evolved to ensure 
that it represents the diverse 
nature of a modern Ireland. 
During this time, on occasions too 
numerous to mention, they also 
courageously faced up to the very 
real threats posed to the security 
of this state.  The fact that they 
can still, in 2022, guard the 
peace unarmed means they can 
be held up as an example to any 
other police service in the world. 
From their stations in Rathvilly, 
Tullow, Ballon, Leighlinbridge, 
Bagenalstown, Myshall and 
Carlow Town they have helped to 
ensure the safety and prosperity 
of our county, and it is only 

fi tting that their dedicated and 
faithful service be celebrated 
in this commemorative 
supplement. On behalf of all 
of the members of the Carlow 
County Council Decade of 
Centenaries Committee I would 
like to congratulate the members 
of An Garda Siochána, past and 
present, for their century of 
sterling service in Co. Carlow, 
and hope that the members 
that follow them enjoy the same 
success and record of high 
achievement.

Comhghairdeachas libh go léir,
Cllr. Charlie Murphy
Cathaoirleach
Carlow County Council Decade 

of Centenaries Committee

A special word of Thanks to our contributors
Þ The Carlow Garda Síochána in County Carlow including Supt 

Aidan Brennan, & Sgt Fiona Fitzpatrick
Þ Retired Garda Personnel inc. Phyllis Nolan, Shem Brophy, Michael 

O’Driscoll, Benny Mills, Bill Casey & P J Black.
Þ Michael Purcell and Christopher McQuinn local historians, Co 

Carlow. 
Þ Members of the Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society,
Þ Carlow County Council Decade of Centenaries Committee
Þ Dr. John Reynolds & Ian Redican, Garda Photographic Archives & 

The Garda Museum
Þ Photographer Karl McDonough & Journalists Olivia O’Leary, 

Charlie Keegan and Michael Godfrey.
Þ Very especially, the descendants & relatives of former Gardai 

who provided images and stories of those who served over the 
years in Co. Carlow
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Foundation to now
ON September 28 1922, a force of 25 recruits, four 
Sergeants and an Inspector would take up posts as 
the Garda Siochana in County Carlow.

Over this 100 years, County Carlow Garda 
Siochána would have to initially implement the 
law in a time when there seemed to be no law, 
safeguard and protect the communities wheth-
er they be large towns such as Carlow, Tullow and 
Bagenalstown but also the smaller towns and vil-
lages such as Hacketstown, Rathviily, Leighlin-
bridge, Myshall and all the areas in between.

They would have to set up law and order in Coun-
ty Carlow when the Irish Civil War was drifting to-
wards a terrible phase of ‘utter mayhem’ and had 
already taken the life of General Michael Collins. 
He was also the man who helped organise the 
fl edgling Irish State’s fi rst national police force fol-

lowing a meeting in the Gresham Hotel, Dublin on 
February 9, 1922. This 11-month long war would 
take the lives of many of our greatest Irish heroes, 
before it was over in May 1923.

When we speak of the Garda Siochána in Coun-
ty Carlow, there are so many names of remarkable 
men and women who put their shoulders to the 
wheel for the good of the communities they have 
served with distinction. Below in this supplement 
we list just a few, though mindful of the many.

Names such as Denis ‘Dinny’ Flynn, Andrew 
Broughall, John McHugh, Patrick Godfrey, and 
John Feore, along with their colleagues who had a 
very tough job to do in the fi rst few years from its 
establishment, and on up through to the ‘Emergen-
cy’ years in the early to mid-1940’s.

 Some of the many more recent personalities such as the twin Byrnes, the late Des, and the late 
Brendan from St Killian’s Crescent: retired Bill Casey, who had initially worked in Myshall: John Kelly 
and Ben Caesar, likely our oldest retired members; Benny Mills, formerly Sergeant in Bagenalstown; 
the late Joe Reynolds, who worked like a Trojan at the Hadden’s fi re in 1984; the late great Garda Mi-
chael Collins who looked after Rathvilly, a Corkman, the same as his other great namesake; we have 
Superintendent Tommy Boyle, born in Bagenalstown and the Garda Band, being conductor for ma-
ny years; Pierce Ryan and the late Jack Kelleher who looked after Tullow so well; the late John Lohan 
who loved Bagenalstown and our recently retired Martin O’Halloran also in Bagenalstown;  and Vin-
cent Collins in Myshall; retired Mick Egan in Ballon; Shem Brophy, still going strong, and out ‘n about, 
loving life; the ever-helpful Sergeant  Fiona Fitzpatrick here in Carlow; the loss of courageous Garda 
Kim Clinton; clerical staff  Mary Kelly recently retired and Martina Deere, along with others, all work-
ing so hard in the background.

Still working away, we have Liam Lawlor and Elaine Rowe, likely some of the longest existing mem-
bers. The list is endless.

Finally, up to the current set-up in 2022, under the management of Superintendent Aidan Brennan.
Co Carlow born Phyllis Nolan, in the late 1950’s when women were fi nally allowed to join up and 

would later become the fi rst female Superintendent in Ireland; and, Angela O’Sullivan, the fi rst fe-
male garda in Carlow in the early 1980s.

 NOTE: Today we are proud to say we have Tullow born Assistant Commissioner Orla McPartlin, 
who is based at Garda National Crime & Security Intelligence Service at Garda Headquarters, Phoe-
nix Park, Dublin.

We also mention the late Philip Callanan (Scott Medal Winner) in the 1970s who took on armed 
robbers while basically unarmed himself and sustained serious gunshot injuries.

Bagenalstown 1944

M Lynch with Jack Feore
Andrew Broughall and John McHugh

Clonegal 1928

Gda. McQuinn, Myshall

One of the last RIC men in 
Carlow - Richard Walsh Snr. 
fi nished up in 1922 with 28 
years service

Dennis Flynn
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Garda recruit

Gen Eoin O’Duff y Commissioner of Civic Guard, Dublin

Tullow Gardai 1960s Sgt J.A. Nolan, J Brennan, A McQuinn.

Thomas Abbey Rathvilly Born
Sgt Paddy Godfrey RIP 1953 at 
52 Denis Flynn

Sgt Godfrey

50th Anniversary Gardas J Dunne, J Westman, P Enright,M 
Dunne, T Bowe.
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Assistant Commissioner 
Orla McPartlin
As a proud member of An Garda 
Síochána I am privileged to be 
serving in the organisation as 
we celebrate our centenary.  An 
Garda Síochána has seen many 
changes since its establishment 
in February 1922.  I joined An 
Garda Síochána in 1983 as 
the 312th female member and 
one of a class of 22 female 
recruits [the only ever intake of 
all females].  Incidentally, as I 
write this piece after 39 years I 
am the only one from that class 
remaining in service.  I enjoyed 
Templemore, the legal studies, 
the running, the marching and 
learning how to swim. I also 
made lifelong friends there.  
That’s one of the strengths 
of An Garda Síochána, the 
friendships, comradery, support 
and encouragement between 
people especially at diff icult 
moments and events which are 
an inevitable part of policing.    

My career has spanned 
postings in operational policing 
in urban and rural locations, 
in frontline, specialist and 
administrative posts which 
has off ered me a variety of 
work which I do not think 
would be matched in any other 
organisation.

Opportunities abound in An 
Garda Síochána and the only 
limitations are those put there 
by yourself. I have served in 
the DMR as a Garda [or Ban 
Garda as it was back in 1983] 
Sergeant, Superintendent and 
Chief Superintendent.

  I have been attached to 
Headquarters in Internal Aff airs, 
Garda Professional Standards 

Unit, Liaison & Protection and 
the Commissioner’s Off ice 
at various ranks throughout 
my career.   I have served at 
my current rank of Assistant 
Commissioner in the Western 
Region [now part of the North 
Western Region], Community 
Relations Bureau and currently 
the Garda National Crime & 
Security Intelligence Service 
[GNCSIS].  Uniquely in the world 
of policing An Garda Síochána 
not only provides the policing 
service for Ireland but also has 
charge of State Security which 
comes under my remit.  GNCSIS 
is a demanding Region with 
emerging issues and incidents 
to be dealt with on a daily basis.  
No two days are the same and 
the variety of work is what 
appeals to me most.  

Each posting has added to 
my experience and expertise 
in policing.  All of these 
postings have aff orded me 
the opportunity to develop 
strong working relationships 
and networking opportunities 
across the public and private 
sector both here in Ireland but 
also internationally.  I have 
been lucky enough to travel 
widely representing An Garda 
Síochána at international fora.  

From an educational 
perspective, one of the 
highlights of my career was my 
successful application in 1997 
for the inaugural year of the 
McCabe Fellowship which saw 
me travel to John Jay College in 
New York to complete a Masters 
Degree in Criminal Justice.  

This was a fantastic 

experience both from an 
educational point of view but 
also the chance to live in New 
York for a year and interact with 
other international students 
attending the same course.  

Career
Having completed my 6 month 

training in the Garda College in 
Templemore, which I thoroughly 
enjoyed, I was posted to Crumlin 
Garda Station in Dublin.  Upon 
promotion to Sergeant in 1990 
I was transferred to Monaghan 
and soon saw a completely 
diff erent type of policing on the 
border.  I returned to Dublin and 
to Tallaght Station in 1991 and 
spent a busy and rewarding 
6 years there.  I briefl y served 
in the then Roscommon/
Galway East Division and that 
showed me another side to rural 
policing.  

Upon completion of my 
Masters Degree in New  York 
and returning home to Ireland I 
had my fi rst taste of working in 
Garda Headquarters and was 
assigned to the Organisation 
Development Unit. 

 I moved to Liaison & 
Protection on promotion to 
Inspector in 2002 to establish 
the International Coordination 
Unit and this unit managed An 
Garda Síochána’s involvement 
in the Irish Presidency of the 
European Union in 2004.  On 
promotion to Superintendent 
in 2007 I spent a year in 
Manorhamilton District in 
County Leitrim before returning 
to Liaison & Protection where 
I took charge of the Liaison 
portfolio which encompasses 

such areas 
as Interpol, 
Europol, 
International 
coordination 
and our 
network of 
Garda Liaison 
Off icers. 
Again these 
are areas that 
provide huge 
opportunities 
to members 
of all ranks to 
gain experience in specialist 
areas within An Garda Síochána.  

Upon promotion to Chief 
Superintendent in 2012 I was 
assigned to Internal Aff airs with 
additional responsibility for the 
Garda Professional Standards 
Unit. Later that year I moved 
to the Commissioner’s Off ice 
as Personal Assistant to the 
Commissioner.  

All of these postings provided 
me with the opportunity to 
broaden my experience within 
An Garda Síochána and across 
the wider public service and 
with external national and 
international organisations.  

I returned to frontline 
operational policing and came 
full circle when posted to 
Crumlin Station in 2014 as the 
Divisional Off icer for the DMR 
South Division twenty three 
years after my fi rst posting as a 
member of An Garda Síochána.  

I was promoted to my current 
rank as Assistant Commissioner 
in 2017 and was appointed to 
the Western Region.  

During my time in charge 

of the Western Region I  took 
charge of the visit of His 
Holiness Pope Francis to 
Knock in August 2018.  I was 
appointed to Community 
Relations Bureau in 2019 and 
worked with many community 
and non-government 
organisations during my time 
there.  

In April 2020 I was assigned 
to the Garda National Crime & 
Security Intelligence Service. 

As I approach the end 
of my career in An Garda 
Síochána I can honestly say 
that I have enjoyed each and 
every opportunity aff orded 
to me during my time in the 
organisation.  I have worked 
with great people, met great 
people through the various 
posts I have held, had the 
opportunity to travel and avail 
of further education.  

For someone who never 
contemplated a career in An 
Garda Síochána until I saw an 
advertisement for recruits in the 
paper I would recommend it to 
anyone.  

6

The badge of the 
Garda Síochána

The badge of the Garda Síochána was designed by John Francis Maxwell 
(1880-1948), a technical school teacher of art in Blackrock, Co. Dublin. 
Maxwell used design features in the work of a representative group of 
craftsmen to evoke the peaceful pursuits of the people.

The badge as a station plaque was cast at the foundry of Duthie and 
Large, Athy, from a model by Herbert Painting, teacher of woodwork at 
the local technical school. These plaques are still in use. The original 
colours of green and yellow, were changed in later years to blue, grey and 
white on a black ground.

The plaque pictured once hung over the door of the Garda Barracks, 
Tullow Street and was presented to Carlow County Museum by Sergeant 
D. O’Sullivan, Carlow Gardaí.

Garda Síochána Historical Society The plaque of the Garda Síochána replaced this one, representing the RIC, which until the 
1922 handover hung on the Tullow Street barracks. It is now on display in Carlow County 
Museum.

Asst Commissioner Orla McPartlin
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Inspector Elaine Dalton, Sgt Majella Guinan Sgt I/C 
Tullow, Sgt Mairead Lacey and Garda Elaine Rowe, 
Juvenile Liaison Off icer

Inspector Audrey Dormer, Sgt Joe Hanley, Garda 
Kate Glennon and Garda Eileen Bergin

The late Kim Clinton Garda Roisin Rowley Brooks Garda Aisling Burke Sgt Mairead Lacey in September 22

On the left: Phyllis Nolan with colleagues in 1960

The fi rst three women from Carlow to join An Garda Siochana, 
Yvonne Byrne, Carlow Town, Phyllis Nolan, Ballon and Ann 
Kirwan, Tulow. Photo from 1989 approx. supplied by Former Supt. 
P Nolan.

Little Molly Keenan with her cousin Sgt Fiona 
Fitzpatrick.

Garda Elaine Rowe, Juvenile 
Liaison Off icer
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Gardaí with Carlow connections
By Charlie Keegan

THREE former members of An 
Garda Siochána with signifi cant 
connections to County Carlow, 
have been recipients of Scott 
Medals for Bravery in the 100 
year history of the Force.

 The late Sergeant Philip F 
(Phil) Callanan received the 
Scott Medal for his actions 
in seeking to foil a robbery at 
the Bank of Ireland branch in 
Tullow, Co Carlow on January 
18, 1978, in which he was shot.

 Garda Henry Byrne, who 
served in Carlow Garda Station 
in Tullow Street, was awarded 
the Scott Medal posthumously. 
Garda Byrne was murdered, 
along with his colleague 
Detective Garda John Morley, 
at Shannon Cross, Aghaderry, 
Loughglyinn, Co Roscommon, 
following a raid on the Bank of 
Ireland branch in Ballaghdereen 
on July 7, 1980.

 Detective Garda Donal 
Lyttleton, a native of Green 
Lane, Rathnapish, Carlow 
was awarded the Scott 
Medal following a fatal 
fi rearms incident while on 
duty at Ballyconnick Quarry, 
Clearistown, near Wexford 
Town on October 13, 1980.

The Callanan brothers, 
Thomas (Tommy Joe) and 
Philip J (Phil) from Lisbalting, 
Kilsheelan, Clonmel, Co 
Tipperary, must surely hold the 
distinction of being the only 
siblings to be awarded Gold 
Scott Medals.

The story of the Callanan 
brothers was carried on the 

off icial website of the Garda 
Siochána Members Association.

Tommy Joe left farming for a 
career with the gardaí on May 
27, 1954. From the early 1970s 
until he retired in 1984, he 
was Sergeant-in-charge of the 
Special Criminal, Court.

In the late afternoon of 
January 6, 1977, he entered the 
Bank of Ireland at Whitehall, 
Dublin, unarmed and in plain 
clothes, only to discover an 
armed robbery in progress.

One of the raiders placed the 
barrel of a sawn-off  shotgun 
against his stomach and 
ordered him to the fl oor. Except 
for bank staff  and one other 
customer, all who were lying 
prone, nobody but Callanan 
were present.

Despite the unenviable odds, 
Callanan instantly struck the 
gun aside and knocked the 
raider to the ground. He was 
then attacked by one of the 
other men who called on his 
accomplices to fl ee while 
striking Callanan a heavy 
blow on the shoulder with a 
krooklock.

As one of the fl eeing raiders, 
bag of money in hand, vaulted 
the counter, Callanan seized 
him and grabbed the bag, 
throwing it back over the 
counter.

A brief, inconclusive struggle 
followed, during which Callanan 

managed to pull off  the man’s 
mask and found that the 
robber’s features were known 
to him.

All four raiders, put to fl ight by 
one intrepid, unarmed garda, 
were arrested near the bank 
quite soon afterwards.

When examined, the shotgun 
which had been held against 
Callanan’s stomach was found 
to be loaded with two live 
cartridges.

Thomas J Callanan received 
the Scott Gold Medal from 
Gerard Collins, Minister for 
Justice, on November 24, 
1977 at Templemore Garda 
Training Centre. He continued 
thereafter to serve in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Division, retiring 
on June 11, 1984 after 30 years 
and 16 days service. He died 
on November 14, 1997, having 
battled a coronary problem 
since 1970.

Just over a year after that 
bank raid, Tommy Joe’s brother, 
Philip F Callanan, who was born 
on January 9, 1936, became a 
Scott Gold Medallist in similar 

circumstances, in what was a 
remarkable coincidence with 
his brother’s experience.

While serving in Tullow 
(Carlow/Kildare Division) on 
January 16, 1978, in uniform 
and unarmed, Phil challenged 
four armed robbers outside the 
town’s Bank of Ireland branch. 
He seized one of the raiders 
but was shot in the thighs, 
sustaining severe injuries.

Sergeant Phil Callanan 
received the Scott Gold Medal 
for Justice Minister Gerard 
Collins in November 1978 in a 
ceremony at Templemore Garda 
Training Centre.

He continued to serve 
thereafter in the Carlow-Kildare 
Division, retiring on August 
31,1988 after 30 years and 11 
days service.

Phil Callanan passed away 
on October 10, 2019 at their 
Bunclody, Co Wexford home, 
following a brief illness and is 
buried in his native Lisbalting. 
He was aged 83.

In the case of the Shannon’s 
Cross deaths, Detective Morley 
and Garda Byrne were in a 
garda car which camne from 
Castlerea Station to intercept 
the getaway car of three armed 
robbers who had raided in 
Ballaghdereen branch of Bank 
of Ireland on July 7, 1980 and 
made off  with £41,000.

There were four off icers in the 
car and Detective Morley was 
armed with a Uzi machine gun.

The garda car and the Cortina 
car carrying the fl eeing robbers 
collided at Shannon’s Cross. 
One of the men in the getaway 
car got out of the vehicle and 
sprayed the garda car, killing 
Garda Byrne instantly.

There was an exchange of 
gunfi re between the bank 
raiders and Detective Morley, 
who received fatal wounds.

Detective Morley (42) was 
a noted centre half back for 
the Mayo senior footballers, 
captaining his county, winning 
Connacht senior football 
medals in 19l67 and 1969 and 
a National Football League in 
1970. He was an automatic 
selection for Connacht for 
almost a decade and was 
regarded as an all-time great 
of Mayo football. Garda Byrne, 
aged 29 at the time of his 
death, also played Gaelic 
football.

Henry Byrne had served 
in Mullingar, Multyfarnham 
and Granard before coming 
to Carlow, from where he 
transferred to Castlerea. 
Detective Morley and Garda 
Byrne received posthumous 
Gold Scott Medals in a 
ceremony at the Garda Training 
Centre, Templemore on 
September 16, 1982.

A monument to these two 
brave off icers was unveiled 
at Shannon’s Cross by then 
Minister for Justice, Charlie 
Flanagan in July 2017.

In the case of Detective Garda 
John Morley and Garda Henry 
Byrne, the two gardaí where 
in a garda car from Castlerea 
Station, alerted to an armed 
robbery by three men in 
Ballaghdereen branch of Bank 
of Ireland on July 7, 1980.

There were four off icers in the 
car and Detective Morley was 
armed with a Uzi machine gun.

Det Morley was a noted centre 
half back for the Mayo senior 
footballers, captaining his 
county, winning two Connacht 
SFC medals in 1967 and ’69, 
as well as a National Football 
League title in 1970. He was an 
automatic choice for Connacht 
at Railway Cup level for almost 
a decade and regarded as an 
all-time great of Mayo football.
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Brendan Byrne right pictured with his twin brother Desmond  
when both were seving members of An Garda Siochána   In the 
middle is the twins father the late Daniel Byrne who served as a 
garda in Carlow Town

Det Gda Lyttleton

Richard Cody RIP Richard Nolan RIP
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Garda Byrne also played 
Gaelic football.

 In the Wexford shooting 
fatality, Detective Garda 
Lyttleton was accompanied by 
Detective Garda Seamus Quaid, 
both off icers being stationed in 
Wexford Town.

 That day two armed bank 
raids took place in Callan, Co 
Kilkenny. Detective Gardai 
Lyttleton and Quaid, were 
undertaking enquiries in the 
Wexford area, in connection 
with the robberies.

 Late in the evening they 
stopped a van at Ballyconnick 
Quarry, which was driven by a 
member of the Provisional IRA 
who was known to Detective 

Garda Quaid.  He was living in 
the local area and a native of 
Belfast.

 When the Gardai went to 
search the van, which was 
subsequently found to contain 
explosives, the driver suddenly 
drew a gun.  He demanded the 
two gardai should let him go, 
fi ring a shot over their heads.

 Detective Garda Quaid drew 
his gun. Shots were exchanged.  
The gunman was injured in the 
left leg in an attempt to disable 
him. The gunman shot Detective 
Garda Quaid who subsequently 
died from the injuries he 
sustained. Detective Lyttleton 
managed to escape. 

The gunman was sentenced 
to death, later commuted to 40 
years imprisonment and was 
released under the terms of the 
Good Friday Agreement. 

Donal Lyttleton was a former 
O’Hanrahans Gaelic footballer in 
Carlow, winning a county senior 
championship with The Blues in 
1958. Still living in the Wexford 
area, Donal received his Scott 
Medal in 1980.

 Detective Garda Quaid, 
a native of Ballinakill, 
Castlemahon, Co Limerick, a 
42 year-old father of four, had 
won an All-Ireland senior hurling 
medal with Wexford in 1960, 
being a member of the Fayte 
Harriers club in Wexford.

Detective Garda Quaid was 
posthumously awarded the 
Scott Medal on September 16, 
1982.
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 The late Sergeant Philip F 
(Phil) Callanan 

Tragic death of Garda John 
McMahon, Carlow Station
GARDA John McMahon, who was stationed in Carlow at the time 
of his untimely death, was killed in the line of duty on Saturday, 
January 27, 1990 at the age of 47.
Garda McMahon was born on April 19,1942 in Ballinagoul, Glin, Co 
Limerick. He joined An Garda Síochána on October 3, 1962.  Garda 
McMahon served at Athy, Ballon, Myshall and Castledermot sta-
tions before coming to Carlow.

A married man with a son, Garda McMahon took a keen interest 
in the aff airs of the Garda Representative Association (GRA), 
holding the position of Chairman of the local Divisional Committee. 

The circumstances of his death were that at 12.10 am on 
January 27, 1990, Garda McMahon, with another colleague, was 
investigating criminal damage to a window at the Carlow Lodge 
Hotel. At Morterstown, Kilkenny Road, Carlow, the two gardai got 
out of the patrol car and were on the hard shoulder of the roadway 
speaking with three people in relation to the incident. A vehicle, 
coming from the Kilkenny direction, struck members of the group.

John McMahon, who had 27 years of garda service, suff ered 
fatal injuries and died at the scene

John McMahon RIP and Gerry Lyons 
RIP  from Carlow Garda archives

John McMahon RIP
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Co Carlow man revived Garda Band 50 years ago
By Charlie Keegan

WHEN the Garda Band was 
re-established 50 years ago in 
February 1972 following a sev-
en year gap, it was reformed un-
der the baton of Tommy Boyle, a 
native of Bagenalstown, Coun-
ty Carlow.

Tommy Boyle went on to play 
a major part in popularising the 
band through his innovative 
style of conducting, bringing 
pride to the people of his home 
town and county and delight to 
the Irish population in general.

In October 1988 Tommy 
retired from the Force with the 
rank of Superintendent.-

The Bagenalstown man was a 
fl amboyant fi gure as conductor 
of the band, bringing style and 
panache as he led the band at 
various sporting events, such 
as international rugby and 
soccer games at Lansdowne 
Road.

Tommy, always light on 
his feet, would play his part 
in putting everyone in good 
humour for the upcoming 
game as the band belted out its 
variety of popular tunes.

The band also performed 
regularly in the St Patrick’s 
Day Parade celebratons in the 
capital.

There was also another 
important annual outing for 
the Garda Band under Tommy 
Boyle when they played at the 
Rose of Tralee International 
Festival. The two-day ‘Rose’ 
event is one of the most-
watched light entertainment 
programmes on television, 
the Festival being celebrated 
amongst Irish communities all 
over the world.

The Boyle family is a well-
known and respected family in 
the Bagenalstown area and, on 
one occasion some years ago, 
bandsman Tommy brought the 
Garda Band to his native town 
where it performed in the local 
parish church of St Andrew’s.

That was a special night for 
the people of Bagenalstown 

in what was a musical 
extravaganza with Tommy 
Boyle bringing his own highly 
individual talent with the baton, 
into play.

Tommy Boyle retired from 
the Garda Siochána in October 
1988, prior to which the 
following newspaper tribute 
was paid to him: ‘Tommy Boyle 
is an institution…..he has 
set the crowds swaying , the 
country tapping and the Garda 
Band side-stepping. Tommy, 
as director of the Garda Band 
wanted the public to see a 
garda as a man who was not 
just there to break (bad) news 
but a guy who could make 
them dance or sing. Next 
month he is not retiring, just 
hanging up a uniform.’

Besides providing music for 
off icial Gard functions, such as 
graduation ceremonies at the 
Garda College in Templemore, 
Co Tipperary, the band has a 
heavy community-orientated 
programme each year, 
performing at schools, festivals 
and sporting events.

The Garda Band has travelled 
to many international events 
and has represented the 
country on a number of 
occasions at police festivals 
and concerts in Switzerland, 
Germany and Northern Ireland.

The Garda Post, in a June 
2016 article referred to the fact 

that, but for a seven-year gap 
between 1965 and 1972, the 
Garda Band is almost as old as 
An Garda Síochána itself. It was 
established by the very fi rst 
Garda Commissioner, Michael 
Staines, in September 1922.

The Garda Post article stated: 
“Led by its fi rst conductor 
Superintendent D J Delaney, 
the Garda Band had its fi rst 
public performance on Dun 
Laoghaire pier on Easter 
Monday 1923, the same year 
the force fi rst became known 
as An Garda Síochána. The 
Band gradually formed a 
céilí band, pipe band, and 
dance orchestra, and quickly 
established itself as a national 
fi xture.

In 1938, the Dublin 
Metropolitan Garda Band 
amalgamated with the Garda 
Band, and the new band found 
its permanent home at the 
Depot in Phoenix Park.

The article went to point 
out that in 1965, the band 
was disbanded, in order to 
free-up resources to provide 
a promised addition of 20 
new squad cars to the Force. 
Ironically, the disbanding 
followed a particularly 
triumphant and exciting year 
for the Band. In 1964, as part 
of a gala group of entertainers 
which also included the Tara 
Boys Band and the O’Connell 
Girl Pipers, the Garda Band 
took part in a whirlwind two-
month tour of the US and 
Canada.

Although they may not have 
experienced quite the same 
levels of adulation enjoyed by 
the Beatles and the Rolling 
Stones, the ‘Ireland on Parade’ 
tour rode the crest of a wave 
of excitement and glamour 
surrounding the Irish in 
America and saw the Band play 
fi ve nights in Madison Square 
Garden.

The Ireland on Parade tour 
was the brainchild of Fred 
O’Donovan, a Fairview-born 
theatre producer whose 

remarkable career brought 
him into contact with Sean 
O’Casey, George Bernard Shaw, 
Peter O’Toole, Bing Crosby and 
many other luminaries and 
legends. O’Donovan worked for 
the Royal Airforce in the late 
1940s and caught the showbiz 
bug after putting on shows to 
entertain military audiences.

Back in Ireland, he began 
his illustrious career as an 
assistant stage manager, 
eventually befriending Sean 
O’Casey over the telephone 
during a 1955 production of 
The Bishop’s Bonfi re. Gradually 
working in theatre, radio and 
television, O’Donovan was a 
keen promoter of Irish talent. 
When the Ed Sullivan Show 
rolled into Ireland, O’Donovan 
agreed to produce it, on 
condition that it featured Irish 
artists like Maureen Potter.

O’Donovan’s idea to bring 
an Irish showcase tour to the 
States in 1964 was a canny 
one. The Kennedy presidency, 
though it had ended tragically 
the year previous, was an 
indicator of the prestige and 
success which the Irish were 
enjoying in America in the early 
1960s.

In November 1965, it was 
announced by Justice Minister 
Brian Lenihan that the band 
would be no more, despite the 
huge disappointment of the 

musicians and dismay of the 
public. This situation remained 
for the next seven years.

However, in 1969, an enquiry 
into pay and conditions in An 
Garda Síochána, the Conroy 
Commission, was established. 
Following a compelling 
submission from John Carney 
and fi fth Garda Bandmaster 
John King, the Conroy 
Commission recommended the 
re-establishment of the Garda 
Band.

Finally, in February 1972, 
during celebrations for the 
50th anniversary of the 
Force, Justice Minister 
Dessie O’Malley off icially 
announced the return of 
the Garda Band, with its Its 
fi rst new bandmaster being 
Sergeant Tommy Boyle, whose 
innovative and popularising 
style brought the band from 
strength to strength in the 
ensuing years.

Today, it remains a superb 
PR wing of an Garda, warmly 
regarded by the public – a 
national institution.

Its rich history is closely 
linked with the establishment 
of the Irish State and its 
national police force, and once 
even took its place in a vital 
and exciting period of American 
history, a moment of unique 
optimism for Irish Americans in 
particular.
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Tommy Boyle.  Picture 
courtesy of Garda 
Photographic Section in 
Dublin

Martin Dunne Dublin Metropolitan Police with accordian 
c 1920s.
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Eamon Hogan, nephew of Michael (Mick) Hogan pictured at the 
centenary memorial to the Tipperary county footballer murdered 
by Crown Forces at Croke Park on November 21, 1920 - Bloody 
Sunday. Eamon of Ballymurphy, Tullow is a retired member of an 
Garda Siochána, having given long service to the Force in Tullow. 
The photo was taken in Grangemockler, where Mick Hogan was 
from, on the day Tipperary shocked Cork to claim the Munster senior 
football title for the fi rst time since 1935, doing so on the week-end 
of the centenary of Bloody Sunday. The Hogan family farm is at 
Aughavaneen, Grangemockler, Co Tipperary. 

Tullow connection 
to Bloody Sunday
By Charlie Keegan

SATURDAY, November 21, 2020 was the 100th an-
niversary of Bloody Sunday when 14 innocent peo-
ple, including Tipperary footballer Michael (Mick) 
Hogan, were shot to death in Croke Park when 
Black and Tans opened fi re on the unarmed crowd. 

The Croke Park attack, during a senior football 
game between Dublin and Tipperary, has a modern 
connection to County Carlow through Eamonn 
Hogan, a retired member of An Garda Siochána 
who had long service in Tullow station.

Eamon, who resides in Ballymurphy, Tullow 
is a nephew of Mick Hogan, who came from 
Grangemockler in County Tipperary. 

Mick Hogan’s name is immortalised within the 
GAA, with the Hogan Stand in Croke Park named to 
his memory.

To mark the centenary of Bloody Sunday 
journalist Michael Foley produced a splendid 
documentary, screened on RTE 1 television in the 
week of the centenary and titled Bloody Sunday 
1920. 

Foley’s documentary showed Eamonn Hogan 
speaking at the spot on the Croke Park pitch where 
his uncle Mick was shot.

Eamonn’s daughter, Louise Hogan, who resides in 
Leighlinbridge, Carlow discovered a treasure trove 
of dozens of letters to the family of Michael Hogan 
following his assassination at the Hogan family 
home in Grangemockler.

Writing in the Review section of the Irish 
Independent in November 2020, Louise, a former 
journalist with that newspaper stated: “I stumbled 
across them while clearing out an old chest that 
had stood for decades in the hall of the modest 
farmhouse where Mick and his six siblings, 
including my grandfather Paddy, had grown up. 

“They lay neatly stacked and sandwiched 
between some well-thumbed old Western novels 
that were the Netfl ix of the time.

“Neatly wrapped in brown paper and tied with 
string, the small box of envelopes and letters took 
me back across the century and reconnected me 
with the heartbreak that touched my family and 
many other families after Bloody Sunday.

“It was like a time capsule stored for the future. 
The beautiful penmanship, the empathy and 
eloquence shone out across the century from the 
now browned and yellowed writing paper.”

Louise Hogan said the letters are not just historic 
but left a personal imprint on her family. 

The letters are presently on loan to the GAA 
Museum in Croke Park

The Croke Park massacre was in reprisal for the 
assassination that Sunday morning of November 
21, 1920 by the IRA of 14 members of the crown 
forces. 

The killings of the intelligence off icers took place 
primarily at a series of houses where these men 
were staying, on the south side of Dublin’s inner 
city.

Louise Hogan and her father Eamon Hogan (left to right), a nephew of Michael (Mick) Hogan, who was 
shot dead on Bloody Sunday in Croke Park, November 21 1920. The photo was taken at a wreath-laying 
ceremony at Mick Hogan’s grave in Grangemockler, Co Tipperary. Eamon is a retired member of the Garda 
Siochána in Tullow.

MIchael (Mick) Hogan  RIP 1920
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Liam Lawlor, Nigel Conway, Liam Mortell, Bernard Graham

Chief Supt Padraig Dunne   Asst Commissioner 
Paul Cleary and Supt Aidan Brennan  

Garda Flynn 1932

Garda Broughall

Current Garda Personnel

Garda Foley Myshall 1939

PJ Black, Eamonn Hogan, Pierce Ryan and Phil Callanan 
1995 Tullow
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Setting up a police force in a 
new state, especially with as tur-
bulent a beginning as the Irish 
Free State had, demanded men 
with a spirit of adventure as well 
as a sense of duty. 

The force celebrates its fi ftieth 
anniversary this year and to mark 
it we have interviewed some of 
those very fi rst recruits and one 
of the fi rst Garda off icers, ex- Su-
perintendent John (Jack) Feore, 
of Pollacton, Carlow. 

The force was started in Feb-
ruary, 1922 with its fi rst depot at 
the RDS in Ballsbridge. Michael 
Staines was the fi rst Garda Com-
missioner. 

The new force met one of its 
obstacles in March 1922 when 
the No. 2 Barracks in Kildare and 
the Military Barracks in New-
bridge were taken over as train-
ing centres – many of the new re-
cruits objected to working under 
ex-Royal Irish Constabulary mem-
bers, and they mutinied. 

There was a perfectly natural 
resentment of these  ex-RIC off i-
cers according to ex-Supt. John 
Feore. Many recruits were ex-civil-
ian Army of the IRA men and they 
felt that those who were turncoat 
to one police force could easily 
betray another. 

“The argument that these RIC 
off icers had valuable experience 
to off er is not really valid. As in-
structors they had only the knowl-
edge of ordinary police duties 
which was available from any 
manual.”

Mr. Feore gives his own ac-
count of the mutiny:

In Kildare
“Amongst recruits in Kildare 

were many members of the RIC 
who were alleged to have assist-
ed local units of the IRA while 
serving in the IRC. For various rea-
sons feelings against them devel-
oped and became intense as time 
went on. 

“A committee was formed in 
Kildare depot which demanded 
that they be removed from the 
Garda force and attempts to reg-
ularise the force failed. The mat-
ter reached a head when all four 
members of the RIC were forci-
bly ejected from the Barracks and 
shots fi red over their heads. 

“The aff air was treated as a 
mutiny and the remaining mem-
bers of the force were deemed to 
be disloyal to the Provisional Gov-
ernment. A party of armed Na-
tional Army troops were sent to 
take over the Barracks by the gar-
dai locked the entrance gates and 
the military party withdrew for 
further instruction and parley. 

“For some three months pay-
ment was withheld from the force 
and they remained there in occu-
pation until August 1922, when 
Arthur Griff ith died and Michael 
Collins was shot. 

“Kevin O’ Higgins then became 
the Minister for Home aff airs with 
responsibility for the Garda Force. 

“Some garda recruits had de-
fected to the irregular forces after 
the occupation of the Four Courts 
in April 22 but 98% remained loy-
al. Payment of salaries and ar-
rears was arranged and they 
were transferred to Ship St. after 
the mutiny and appointed most-
ly to HQ positions and other jobs 
where they were not subjected to 
the rigours of the Civil War.”

Recruits
A new set of recruits were sent 

to the Kildare Depot and moved 
to Shop St. in December 1922 
when the depot closed. The old 
RIC Depot in the Phoenix Park 
was taken over on December 
20, 1922 as was the McKee Mili-
tary Barracks which adjoined the 
Phoenix Park Depot. 

Both Centres were used as 
training quarters until the full 
garda force was recruited and 
trained. McKee Barracks was dis-
continued and the RIC depot was 
used as a training centre for ma-
ny years. 

Mr. Feore was the fi rst order-
ly off icer to be appointed at the 
Phoenix Park depot in Decem-
ber 1922.

He had been a schoolteacher 
in Donegal before he joined the 
force in October of that year. 

“I joined the force mainly to 
make a living” he said.  “This 
king and country bit was out date 
even then”. 

He had been at the Kildare HQ 
and the Ship St. HQ before he 
went to the Phoenix Park where 
he was given charge of the de-
fence units (both at Phoenix Park 
and McKee Barracks) in 1923.

“I was there the time Oliver St. 
John Gogarty was captured by 
the irregulars and had to swim 
the Liff ey to escape them.

“He came to our gate drenched 
to the skin but the men couldn’t 
let him in at that time of night 
– they were afraid it might be a 
ruse planned by the irregulars.

“But it was the house of his 
friend, Dr. Ellis who lived nearby 
the he was looking for, so some-
body took him there.”

Mr. Feore also remembers 
acting as a bodyguard to Kevin 
O’Higgins, Minister for Justice. 

“He was a wonderfully eff icient 
character. We used to accompa-
ny him to the Botanic Gardens 
when he wanted to relax. He used 
to meet Paddy Hogan, the Minis-
ter for Agriculture, there. 

“When his father was shot in 
1923 we went with him to the fu-
neral.”

Despite the Civil War the force 
continued to develop, said Mr. 
Feore. It had to face the burnings 
of Garda Stations, the assault and 
even the murder of some of its 
members. 

The fi rst off icial killing of a gar-
da was at Mullinahone, Co. Tip-

perary in 1922. Two Gardai were 
cycling from Callan to Mullina-
hone and stopped at a shop to 
buy a hurling ball. They were sit-
ting on the counter of the shop 
when a man came in and shot 
Garda Phelan at point blank 
range. The killer, although known, 
escaped. 

In his early days in the depot, 
Mr. Feore remembered that ath-
letics were very much encour-
aged and General Owen O’Duff y 
who was Garda who was Garda 
Commissioner at the time was 
very responsive to any request for 

sport amenities. 
“If you were a good athlete 

you had a good chance of stay-
ing at HQ”. 

The fi rst Garda games were 
held in August 15, 1923 with gen-
erous fi nancial help. 

International boxing tourna-
ments were held with contestants 
from all over the world and by 
1928 the Garda boxing team was 
adjudged to be one of the best in 
the world. 

The winning of both all-Ireland 
and hurling and football fi nals 
by practically all garda teams in 
1923 wasn’t very popular with 
the crowds at Croke Park, said 
Mr. Feore. 

“The hooted and booed and 
called us Tans and blackguards.”

Gardai held the all-Ireland 
handball championships and 
had leading high jumpers in the 
force including the famous Lar-
ry Stanley. 

Mr. Feore was also involved in 
the setting up of a library in the 
depot in 1923. 

“We sent letters all over the 
country asking people for books. 
The Carnegie Trust gave us some 
very valuable books as did Len-
nox Robinson and various politi-
cal leaders of the time.” 

The early Garda recruits, said 
Mr. Feore, came from much the 
same areas as RIC recruits would 
have – Kerry, Mayo, Sligo and 
Donegal. 

“They would be the same types 
who would have joined the RIC- 
they were otherwise faced with 

emigrating. The RIC was a re-
spectable force with a fairly high 
standard of conduct before they 
compromised their principles 
during the Black and Tan times. 

Mr. Tom O’ Neill of Granby Row, 
who was a Garda Sergant until he 
retired in February, 1963, is an ex-
Irish army man. He held the rank 
of captain (quartermaster of the 
47th Infantry Battallion) at the de-
mobilisation period in 1924. 

“They’d just reduced the pay 
for gardai when I joined in May 
22, 1924. We were paid 50s a 
week. 

“Our instruction took in police 
duty classes, law of evidence and 
criminal law. Our instructors were 
ex-R.I.C mend who’d be left the 
R.I.C. during the Black and Tan re-
gime or who had been sympa-
thetic towards the I.R.A.

“Most of us had been in the 
I.R.A. – pre-truce, of course – so 
that we were accepted by the 
people. The resentment of the old 
R.I.C.  was not passed on to us. 

Encouraged
“We were all encouraged to in-

tergrate with local people and 
that wasn’t very hard.  You’d be 
no length in a place when you 
would be asked to go on the foot-
ball team”. 

Mr. O’ Neill was on the Garda 
P.T. team which won the 1924 Tail-
teann games. He remembered 
that the Dublin team which won 
the all-Ireland hurling and football 
fi nals at the time were all garda 

teams except for one man. 
There was also a Garda boxing 

team which reached internation-
al standard: Jack Chase, Matt Fla-
nagan, the “Boy” Murphy, Jack 
Driscoll, Dick Hearns. 

Mr. O’ Neill remembered pa-
trolling the countryside on foot. 
It wasn’t as bad a system as it 
sounded, he said, because the 
garda met people that was and 
people found him easier to ap-
proach where they might baulk at 
coming to the barracks. 

The average working day was 
eight hours but if a garda was 
working on a case he would have 
to stick at it. 

“The barracks weren’t Grade A 
hotels – most of them were old 
R.I.C. barracks, some of them had 
been burnt during the troubles.”

Mr. O’Neill was fi rst posted to 
Ballyraggett in 1924; where he 
was promoted Sergeant then to 
Castlecomer in 1925; then to Cor-
rinsigagh, Co. Monaghan in 1933 
and to Carlow in 1937. He retired 
from Carlow station in 1963. 

Among the first in 
Carlow

Ex-Garda Dinny Flynn of Burrin 
St., Carlow with twenty four men 
with an inspector and three ser-
geants, opened the Carlow Garda 
Station on September 28, 1922. 
He remained in Carlow as super-
intendent’s clerk until he retired 
in 1966. 

Mr. Flynn, who was a member 
of the old I.R.A. joined the Garda 
force at the R.D.S. headquarters 

in March, 1922. He was then sent 
to the Artillery Barracks Training 
depot in Kildare, and was there 
during the mutiny against ap-
pointment of the R.I.C. off icers as 
superiors. 

Carlow station was pur-
pose-built, said Mr. Flynn, 
but the stations at Tullow and 
Bagenalstown were set up in pri-
vate houses. 

“The accommodation was pret-
ty crude, The new force used old 
R.I.C. barracks mostly and eveb 
if these had been burnt our by 
the old I.R.A., they were com-
pletely bare since the disband-
ed R.I.C. took all their equipment 
with them.

“Carlow station was quiet” said 
Mr. Flynn. “We were held up by 
the irregulars but there was no vi-
olence used against us. 

“Not so in Hacketstown, 
though. Hacketstown station was 
opened on a Tuesday and was 
burned out the next day. 

“The crime pattern then wasn’t 
very much diff erent, except that 
there was not as much vandalism. 
This was made up for, though, by 
the amount of burning, particu-
larly of West Brighton homes, at 
the time. 

“We had no District Justice for 
a long time in Carlow., of course, 
so we had to be pretty economi-
cal with summonses.”

The fi rst Garda uniforms were 
grey-blue, said Mr. Flynn, with the 
uncomfortable “choker” neck. 

A Garda started on £3.50 a 
week and got food in the barracks 
for about 125p a week. 

“You had to be back in the bar-
racks by 10pm no matter what. 
When you wanted to go to a 
dance you had to get a pass, or 
more often, sneak out the back 
way. You got 12 hours special 
leave once a month but this and 
your ordinary holiday could be 
suspended at a moment’s notice.

“You also had your 24hours or-
derly duty – this was done away 
with only two years ago.

Advantages 
The early days of the bicycle 

and foot patrols, said Mr. Feore, 
had the advantage of closer con-
tact with people. 

“You did many more services 
for the public like cycling miles 
out the country to deliver old age 
pensions. This way, of course, 
you’d get a hint of what was go-
ing on locally. But now people 
think of the Garda as having a 
completely punitive role. 

“You always had diff iculty 
getting information on a case. 
There’s always sympathy in Ire-
land for the down-and-out. ‘He’s 
a decent old fella’ they’d say. ‘And 
if he isn’t. sure weren’t his mother 
and father before him’. 

“Having to use bicycles did not 
worry you too much. 

The criminal was only going 
at the same pace as you were. In 
fact, I remember two garda who 
cycled from Callan to Birr after a 
stolen horse in one day. 

I remember another garda who 
arrested a fellow and brought him 
in, with hands up, both of them 
cycling the whole way. 

“Your aim as a garda was not 
to act as an agent provocateur to 
catch people out, but to try pre-
vent trouble. 

“For instance with the licens-

ing laws we warned people about 
closing time rather than wait-
ing for them to break the law. The 
system of promoting men on the 
numbers of cases they bring to 
court is a bad one. 

“There was a loophole in the li-
censing law those days of course. 
Anyone who was technically a 
traveller (having come from more 
than three miles for a purpose 
other than drinking) was allowed 
extra time. 

“I have never had to raise a ba-
ton in my life” claimes Mr. Feore. 

“Of course we were never faced 
with anything like the riots in Bal-
lyshannon. There were the rates 
strike protest in the 30’s when I 
was in Clonmel but the Blueshirts 
managed to control those. 

“The tinkers didn’t give us any 
trouble – they moved on when 
we told them to – they were 
afraid of us. 

“Did an Englishman come over 
here, hire a caravan, and park it 
on the village square , of course 
he would be regarded as a tourist. 

Late in 1922 the State Courts 
were established. Primarily the 
appointment by Kevin O’Higgins 
of District Justices regulated the 
legal position. 

The legal profession was very 
helpful and considerate of the 
force, said Mr. Feore. It could not 
be expected that the gardai could 
be capable of containing their en-
ergies to legal eff iciency because 
the state had adapted in one act 
all the legal enactments that were 
in force when they were created. 

As a superintendent, Mr. Feore 
found he had to attend as many 
as 23 courts in one month. This 
was in the time of land agitation 
and the Public Safety Act when 
those who were evicted because 
of non-payment of rates carried 
out boycott campaigns on the 
new tenants. 

Because of the shortage of 
staff  in the country at the time a 
garda would be sent out to guard 
threatened property on his own. 

Sitting duck
“You didn’t know that anything 

was going to happen but if it did 
you were a sitting duck.”

Hours and salary had not im-
proved much since the early days 
of the guards, he said.

Of the recent instance where 
gardai were disciplined for sleep-
ing on dury, he said, that for the 
same off ence in the army they 
would have been shot. 

“But the thing is that they 
shouldn’t be allowed become 
weary at their posts. 

The hours on duty are too long 
– there’s a limit to the amount of 
concentration one can manage.”

Of the fi rst Gardai he said that 
though subjected to continuous 
harassment of their members 
they succeeded in producing a 
state which was safe for the well 
conducted citizen. 

One of the earliest 
gardai

As RECRUIT No. 644 Mr. Andy 
Broughall of Granby Row was one 
of the earliest members of the 
Garda force. 

“I had trained as a brick-layer 
but I wanted to be with the boys 
so I joined up”.

After training in the R.D.S. 
Kildare and Newbridge, Mr. Brou-
ghall was one of the Garda group 

who moved into Dublin Castle as 
the RIC moved out. 

“I was on orderly duty in the of-
fi cers’ mess – waiting on tables in 
my white coat. It was a comfort-
able sort of job and I could have 
stayed but I didn’t want to miss 
the action so I appled to go down 
with the fi rst group of guards to 
Kilkenny. 

By train
“We could only get as far as 

Gowran by train, I remember be-
cause the irregulars had taken up 
the sleepers. When we eventually 
got to Parliament Street Barracks 
in Kilkenny there was no bed-
ding or anything and the kitchen 
was fl ooded. But the army sent 
us some blankets and that is how 
we started. 

“There were no regular hours at 
the time – it was a bit rough. You 
could be working fourteen hours 
a day; or be on a 24 hours station 
duty, from nine one morning un-
til nine the next morning and then 
be ready to go on traff ic duty at 
6pm that evening. 

“I was a bit fed up of it at the 
time and I was going to kick up. A 
lot of fellows left in the early days 
for that reason. 

“I remember men arriving in 
from burnt-out stations to the bar-
racks in Kilkenny – the Callan ar-
ea was a bit rough in the early 
20’s because Dan Breen’s column 
was moving around there a lot”. 

Community centre for 
Ballyfin

A COMMUNITY centre before 
Christmas next – that is the aim 
of the people in Ballyfi n. 

Uniting the drive are members 
of the local hurling club, foot-
ball club, camogie club, athlet-
ic club, dramatic society, pipers 
band, Muintur na Tire Guild and 
two ICA Guilds – Ballyfi n and Bar-
nashrone. 

The centre will be on the site of 
the existing hall close to Ballyfi n 
primary school. 

This weekend the hall is be-
ing off ered for sale. It is hoped 
to have the work in the commu-
nity centre completed before 
Christmas. 

Standing in its own grounds 
and measuring approx. 75 feet 
by 40 feet, the centre will include 
a dance hall, with maple fl oor, 
two meeting rooms, ticket off ice, 
mineral bar, kitchen, cloakrooms 
and toilets. 

A large steel stage will enable 
the dance hall to be used for con-
certs and plays. 

It is also planned to avail of the 
centre for indoor games such as 
table tennis and it will also be 
used for training for the various 
clubs during the winter. 

In the adjoining grounds, ten-
nis (hard court) and basketball 
courts will be provided. 

To date almost half the cost of 
the work has been collected. It 
is hoped to greatly increase the 
fund with the Sports at the Pa-
trician College Grounds on Sun-
day, July 2.

Off icers are: Mathew Lalor 
(chairman), John Coughlan 
(treas.), Vincent Hogan (secre-
tary), Very Rev. J. Moran, P.P.; Se-
an Dunne, Vincent Hogan, and 
Mat Lalor (trustees) with a com-
mittee representative of all local 
organisations.
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He joined up 
at 50s. a week

Jack Feore on the beginnings of our police force
Retired Garda Superintendent Feore of Carlow and some old comrades talk here 

to Nationalist staff reporter Olivia O’ Leary in May 1972 

The two fi rst off icers of the Gardai in Kilkenny were Chief 
Supt. Martin Lynch and Supt. John Feore
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