
Explorer Trail
Locations 

Information for Parents
We have 7 separate locations for our trails around County Carlow.  The information below should help 
you to choose which locations are most suitable for your family and help you to locate any that you 
are not familiar with. 

Please read the tips on family trail walking in your Explorer Passport before you try out any of the 
trails and remember to check the weather before you start.  If you are not used to walking far with 
your family, we recommend starting with Oak Park, Duckett’s Grove or Altamont before attempting 
the slightly longer trails.

Carlow Town Park
52.838512, -6.934101

This is the location for our start event on Sunday 11th February.  Here you can try out a trail to get in training for the rest of the Family 
Explorer Trails.  The photo match activity will give you some practice with map reading and the questions will have you gathering 
information about your surroundings.  Make sure to look at the Spotter’s Pages in your Passport too.  If you missed the start event, you can 
still complete this trail in your own time.  It’s a nice short one.

Oak Park
GPS: 52.864586, -6.894715

Oak Park is located right on the edge of Carlow Town and is easy to get to.  Drive 2.5 km out the Oak Park Road keeping right at the fork 
and the Forest Park is on your left.  The looped walk is 4km long but it is broken into sections if you don’t want to do the complete walk so is 
suitable for all ages.  There are gravel paths closer to the carpark and tarmac paths in the centre which are easily accessible.  The wooden 
boardwalks further into the woodland are well maintained but can occasionally be slightly damp in spots especially at this time of year. 

Duckett’s Grove 
GPS: 52.858940, -6.812461

Duckett’s Grove is located East of Carlow town close to the R418 between Castledermot and Tullow.  The grounds are quite compact and the 
trail covers a very short distance so this is a great location for very young as well as older children.  This trail incorporates an orienteering 
map and involves some map-reading.  You can complete it at any time or you can come along to our event on Sunday 25th February from 
2pm – 4pm where you can join other families and maybe get some tips on map-reading.

Altamont Gardens
GPS: 52.73525, -6.720725

These are located near Tullow and there is plenty to see and discover with formal gardens, a lake and the wilder woodland parts leading 
down to the River Slaney.  A visit could also tie in with Snowdrop week http://carlowtourism.com/snowdrop-week-in-altamont-gardens/.  
The trail takes in the walks close to the house and around the lake.  The gardens are free of charge but there is a €2 carpark charge.
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Clashganny Looped Walk 
GPS:  52.559812, -6.915538

Clashganny Lock is located off the R729 between Borris and Graiguenamanagh. There is a small carpark at the site.  This walk follows the 
River Barrow from Clashganny Lock south-westwards towards Graiguenamanagh before rising up slightly into the neighbouring woods and 
looping back towards the carpark.  The path through the woods is narrow with quite a steep slope down to the towpath.  This trail is more 
suitable for families who have done some trail walking and are sure of being able to complete the entire 3.5 km.  Don’t attempt this walk if 
water levels are high on the River Barrow.

The Barrow Way Leighlinbridge to Bagenalstown
GPS:  52.736223, -6.977833 (Leighlinbridge) to 52.707991, -6.954028 (Bagenalstown)

This walk follows part of the Barrow Way and is one of the longest of the walks at 6km.  It is also a one way walk not a loop so if you have to 
walk back again that makes a total of 12km.  If you want to shorten the walk, you could join forces with another family and bring 2 cars or 
just start at one end and walk as far as you want to before turning back.  Most of the trail questions are based at either end of the trail so 
you can be sure of being able to complete some of the trail no matter how far you walk.  There is a mixture of surfaces with some gravel 
sections and a short stretch of tarmac at the Bagenalstown end but much of the walk is on the grass surface which makes it very easy and 
comfortable walking.  Don’t attempt this walk if water levels are high on the River Barrow.

An Gairdín Beo
GPS: 52.840701, -6.926651

This will be the location for our final event. It is right in the centre of Carlow Town beside St Leo’s College so easy to get to.  This event will 
be a celebration of your achievements, a chance to collect your stamped passports and certificates and also an opportunity to try out the 
Carlow Town Trail around the streets of Carlow.

Collecting Your Passport Stamps
Remember if you want to collect stamps in your passport and earn a certificate, you will need to 
return your completed passports and trail sheets.  Put all your family’s passports and your completed 
trail sheets in an envelope marked Family Explorer Challenge and drop it in to any of the Carlow 
libraries or Carlow Tourist Office or post to Wildways Adventures, Enterprise House, O’Brien Road, 
Carlow by Tuesday 20th March. 


