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Catalogue – Small Private Collections (1), Carlow County Archives 
Service 
 
Introduction 
This catalogue describes a variety of archival documents acquired from private 
sources by Carlow County Archives Service. Most items are standalone and are not 
related to other items described here. Documents were normally donated by their 
owners or purchased either at auction or from booksellers.  
 
The spellings of placenames sometimes change over time. The placename spelling 
in the original document is given, and where a modern equivalent is known, it follows 
in round brackets.  
 
The use of square brackets indicates uncertainty about the veracity of the 
information contained within them. 
 

28 March 2011 
 

 Document code P2/0001 
 Date [1930-1960] 
 Description Three black and white photographs: (1) Coppenagh  
 castle (2) Brownshill dolmen, both county Carlow and (3)  
 Aghowle church, county Wicklow. 
 Size 3 items 

 
 Document code P2/0002 
 Date no date 
 Description Printed copy of image of Castle Grace, county Carlow. 
 Size 1 item 

 
 Document code P2/0003 
 Date 6 September 1920 
 Description Letter from William Fitzmaurice, Kelvin grove, Carlow, county  
 Carlow, land agent, to Sir Francis Denys Burton, Draycott hall,  
 Richmond, Yorkshire, to inform him that raiders broke into the  
 house at Pollacton, Carlow, the previous night. They appear to  
 have been looking for arms. Little damage done. 
Size 1p 
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Document code P2/0004 
 Date 24 October 1785 
 Description Map of Emblicaun, part of the lands of Bendenstown, county  
 Carlow, which belongs to Graves Chamney, esquire. The  
 mapped land is shown in three lots and occupiers are named 
 as James Nowlan, Phelim Tallon and Michael Nowlan.  

Their signatures are on verso however, the second name occupier gives 
his name as Felix Tallon. Extent of mapped land is 48  

 acres, 3 roods and 35 perches plantation measure. Map drawn  
 in ink and watercolours and shows the road to Carlow town.  
 Surveyed by Laurence Nowlan at cost of £0.12.3. 
Size 1 item (227 x 262mm) 

 

Image: P2/0004 

 
 Document code P2/0005 
 Date February 1788 
 Description Map and plan of a new turnpike road intended to be made in  
 county Carlow by Thomas Whealy, esquire, through the lands  
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 of Cloghanagh (Cloghna), Ballybannon and part of the lands of  
 Clochristigg. Turnpike road to begin on the bounds between  
 Cloghnagh and Mortlestown (Mortarstown) and ending at a  
 lough on the lands of Clochristigg, and measuring 148.8 feet.  
 Survey completed by James Wadcin, certified land surveyor.  
 Map also shows old turnpike road from Carlow town to  
 Leighlinbridge. 
Size 1 item (298 x 360mm) 

 
 Document code P2/0006 
 Date 4 January 1841 
 Description Report of the Leighlinbridge Charitable Loan Fund for the year  
 ending 31 December 1840. Comprises accounts for the year.  
 Notes that loans in the amount of £2528 issued to 1511  
 borrowers, 'which has proved of great assistance to the  
 industrious poor.' Names of trustees listed. 
 Size 1p 

 

 
Image: P2/0006 
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 Document code P2/0007 
 Date 2-12 May 1831 
 Description Document which comprises two addresses to the independent  
 electors of county Carlow from John Milley Doyle,  
 Knockbrack, county Carlow. In latter (12 May 1831), thanks  
 the electors for electing him as Member of Parliament. 
 Size 1 item 

 
 Document code P2/0008 
 Date 3 October 1828 
 Description Document signed and sealed by Justices of the Peace, county  
 Carlow, to apply for the establishment of a petty session at  
 Leighlinbridge, parish of Wells, county Carlow. 
 Size 1 item 

 
 Document code P2/0009 
 Date [c 1818-1850] 
 Description Rental of the estate of David Latouche, esquire, in county  
 Carlow. Townlands are Ballinkillen, Clowater, Glanahary  
 (Glannahary), Kilcrutt (Kilcruit), Kigreany (Kilgraney) and  
 Sliguff. Other information given includes names of tenants and  
 details of the agreements under which they hold the lands. Also  
 makes reference to the tolls of Sliguff fair. Notes that the lands  
 are subject to a jointure rent charge of £1000 per annum  
 payable to Lady Cecilia Latouche. 
 Size 1 item 

 
 Document code P2/0010 
 Date March 1893 
 Description Pamphlet seeking donations towards restoration works at the  
 Cathedral of St Lazerian (Laserian), Old Leighlin, county  
 Carlow. Gives details of the history of the cathedral and lists the 
  names of those who will accept donations. 
 Size 4pp 

 
 Document code P2/0011 
 Date 11 March 1813 
 Description Printed 'Papers Relating to Inland Navigation in Ireland'  
 ordered to be printed by the House of Commons. Includes  
 short report regarding the river Barrow. 
 Size 43pp 

 
 Document code P2/0012 
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 Date 29 May 1840 
 Description Proclamation issued by the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council  
 of Ireland in relation to the valuation of lands, including parts of  
 county Carlow. 
 Size 1 item (440mm x 570mm) 

 
 Document code P2/0013 
 Date 1925-[1930] 
 Description Photograph album of the Irish Sugar Manufacturing Company  
 Limited, Carlow. Contains 24 photographs which variously  
 show the factory in construction and operation. 
 Size 24pp 
 
 Document code P2/0014 
 Date 26 March 1816 
 Description Notice that the new butter market, Graigue, Queen's county  
 (Laois), will be opened on 30 April 1816. Further notes that  
 the crane erected in the market for weighing butter will be  
 available every day and that Tuesdays, Thursdays and  
 Saturdays are designated as special market days. 
 Size 1 item 

 
 Document code P2/0015 
 Date 16 February 1881 
 Description Marriage settlement made on the marriage of Thomas  
 McDonald, Johnduffswood, county Carlow, and Julia,  
 Parknakyle, county Carlow. Noted that settlement was  
 registered at the Registry of Deeds, Dublin, on 21 February  
 1881 in book 7, number 52. 
 Size 5pp 

 
 Document code P2/0016 
 Date 30 September 1917 
 Description Programme for Carlow Aeridheacht (outdoor entertainment)  
 including names of performers and relevant song, dance,  
 recitation etc. 
 Size 2 items 

 
 Document code P2/0017 
 Date 1[7] May 1847 
 Description Receipt signed by James Biggs that he has received £10 from  
 Mr W. May for one's year interest in £200 due on 8 May 1847. 
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 Size 1 item 
 
 Document code P2/0018 
 Date 23 May 1839 
 Description Assignment made between Bridget Storey, Carlow, widow of  
 the late Mathew Storey, deceased, of one part, and Michael  
 Byrne, Carlow, shopkeeper, of the other part, both county  
 Carlow.  
 Recites details of lease dated 24 January 1831 made between  
 Thomas Farlow Darcy, Connor, county Antrim, surgeon, of  
 one part, and Matthew Storey, carpenter, of the other part, in  
 respect of dwelling house on the south side of Castle street,  
 Carlow. Bridget Storey now assigns her rights in this lease to  
 Byrne. 

 Size 2pp 

 

 Document code P2/0019 
 Date c mid-late 20th century 
 Description Playbill for 'The Wizard of Oz' to be staged by the Carlow  
 Little Theatre Society at the Town Hall, Carlow. 
 Size 1 item 

 
 Document code P2/0020 
 Date 1 April 1909 
 Description Letter from the tenants of Upper Seskin and Lower Seskin,  
 Leighlinbridge, county Carlow, to Walter McMurrough  
 Kavanagh, Member of Parliament. Requests Kavanagh  
 to ask in the House of Commons if the lands on which they are  
 living have been sold through the Irish Land Commission, and if  
 so, to identify the beneficiary. Writer states that it has been 35- 
 40 years since there was an owner, Lady Grey. Writer then  
 proceeds to list names of trustees and others to whom interest  
 in the estate devolved afterwards; tenants' refusal to pay rent;  
 and subsequent legal action. 

 Size 4pp 

 
 Document code P2/0021 
 Date 14 May 1798 
 Description Document appointing William Paul Butler, esquire, to be  
 captain of an armed corps called the Broomville Infantry in the  
 county of Carlow. Issued by Robert Stewart, 2nd Marquess of  
 Londonderry (Lord Castlereagh), Irish Chief Secretary. 
Size 3pp 
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 Document code P2/0022 
 Date 19 July 1968 
 Description Letter from [ ] to [ ]. Informs recipient that he is found to be  
 negligent in his duties at  Carlow Cannery and is  
 suspended for the present. 
 Size 1p 

 
 Document code P2/0023 
 Date 10 December 1829 
 Description Bond made between John Neill and James Neill, both Myshall, 
  and Michael Skelton, Ballinree, all county Carlow, of one part; 
  and Alexander Humfrey, esquire, Clerk of the Peace of county 
  Carlow, of the other part. Pertains to the appointment of John  
 Neill as poundkeeper, Myshall. 
 Size 1p 

  
Document code P2/0024 
 Date 16 October 1850 
 Description Receipt issued by James Biggs to William May for the sum of  
 £10, one year's interest on £200. 
 Size 1 item 

 
 Document code P2/0025 
 Date 19 October 1828-25 May 1838 
 Description File of letters, most of which are addressed to Daniel Arabin,  
 12 Clare street, Dublin, [solicitor]. [He appears to have been  
 representative of landowner and letters are mostly from  
 tenants]. Includes letter (11 November 1830) from Richard  
 Divine [Devine], Ullard, county [Kilkenny], to Arabin. Writes  
 that the previous month, 'Mr Grace', who is 'Mr McKinsey's'  
 agent, seized 100 head of cattle and all his corn and hay due to  
 non-payment of rent. 
 File includes one letter (25 May 1838) to Arthur Baker, 4  
 North Frederick street, Dublin. From Luke Nolan, Teneclash  
 (Tinneclash), Carlow. Encloses (not present) bank order for  
 £25.10.10 due to the Marquis Drogheda by 'Mr Lecky.' 

 Size 6 items 
 
 Document code P2/0026 
 Date 31 October 1848 
 Description Note written by Henry Prittie, 2nd Baron Dunnalley, to the  
 Secretary, Royal Academy, London. Requests him to give the  
 bearer of the note the portrait by [Joseph Patrick] Haverty of  
 Lord and Lady Dunnalley and her niece. It had been given to  
 the Secretary by Charles Latouche for inclusion in an exhibition  
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 but was not used. Lord Dunnalley was a Member of Parliament 
  for Carlow Borough between 1798-1801. 
 Size 1 item 

 
 Document code P2/0027 
 Date [1838] 
 Description File of documents on which are recorded the autographs and  
 short biographies of five persons who represented Carlow as  
 Members of Parliament. They are: Sir John Milley Doyle,  
 Thomas Kavanagh, Alexander Raphael, Nicholas Aylward and  
 Colonel Henry Bruen. 
 Size 5 items 

 
 Document code P2/0028 
 Date 31 August 1848-4 September 1848 (-11 January 1849) 
 Description File containing the texts of two poems written in the hands of  
 William Smith O'Brien and Thomas Francis Meagher, Irish  
 nationalists, imprisoned at Kilmainham Gaol for their parts in the 
  Young Ireland Rebellion of 1848. The poem in O'Brien's hand  
 begins 'See how beneath the moon-beams smile...' and was  
 written by Thomas Moore. On verso of this document is the  
 signature of Kevin Izod O'Doherty, Richmond Prison, 11  
 January 1849. He was also a Young Ireland member and was  
 found guilty of treason-felony in 1848. 
 The poem in Meagher's hand is unknown but begins, 'The path  
 I trace, in [ ] dreams, / For Manhood's flight tomorrow...' 
Size 2 items 
 
 Document code P2/0029 
 Date 2 May 1935-7 February 1939 
 Description Minute book of the Praesidium of Our Lady of Good Counsel,  
 Tinryland, county Carlow. 
 Size c 60pp 
 
 Document code P2/0030 
 Date 1969-2003 
 Description File of material regarding the Irish Countrywomen's Association 
  (ICA) Guild, Tullow, county Carlow. Includes minute books  
 for the following dates:  
 22 February 1971-20 November 1978 
 15 January 1979-15 April 1985 
 20 May 1985-June 1992 
 Also, bound volume comprising attendance records of  
 members at meetings (1969-1976); pamphlet written to  
 coincide with the golden jubilee of foundation of the guild in  
 2003. 
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 Size 6 items 

 
 Document code P2/0031 
 Date 1993 
 Description Typescript paper by Reynolds Fieldcrest entitled 'A Brief  
 Glimpse at the History of an Anglo-Irish Family. (c) The  
 Vigors.' 
 Size 31pp 

 
 Document code P2/0032 
 Date [1967] 
 Description Partial proof of novel by William Nolan, Ballon, county Carlow, 
  entitled 'They first arose.' Published c 1967. 
 Size c 35pp 

 
 Document code P2/0033 
 Date [c 1931-1932] 
 Description File of three school exercise books which belonged to May  
 Nolan, Ballinacarrig, county Carlow. Various subjects. Written  
 in English and Irish. 
 Size 3 items 

 
 Document code P2/0034 
 Date 3 February 1834-28 December 1841 
 Description Accounts ledger of Thomas Corcoran (Corcorcan &  
 Company), Carlow, county Carlow, [general merchants],  
 containing customer accounts. Cure for influenza written on  
 back flyleaf. Leather cover. 
 Size c 150pp 
 
 Document code P2/0035 
 Date [March 1921-September 1922] 
 Description File which mostly contains receipts issued by various persons to 
  Edward Brennan, [Returning Officer], Carlow Poor Law  
 Union, acknowledging that he has paid them sums of money for 
  their care of boarded out children / orphaned children. The  
 children are named on the receipts. 
 Size 14 items 

 
 Document code P2/0036 
 Date 14 March 1810-[1900] 
 Description File which contains various items: 
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 (1) offprint of paper (1884-1886) entitled 'On Some Sixteenth  
 Century Inscriptions in Leighlin Cathedral, Co. Carlow' by John 
  Ribton Garstin. Reprinted from the 'Proceedings' of the Royal  
 Irish Academy, 2nd Ser., Vol. II, No. 7. Name of Philip D.  
 Vigors written thereon;  
 (2) copy of extract (15 March 1892) from 'The Irish Builder'  
 comprising article by J. Ffrench, Clonegal, county Carlow,  
 entitled 'A Chapter from County Carlow History before the  
 Christian Era. "The Slaughter of the Kings."' Relates to  
 Leighlinbridge, county Carlow;  
 (3) offprint of paper (1893) by Joseph Leckey entitled 'The end 
  of the road: the Kilcullen Turnpike 1844-1848 compared with  
 1787-1792.' Reprinted from the Journal of the Royal Society of 
  Antiquaries of Ireland; 
 (4) lease (17 April 1810) made between John Ferrall, Carlow,  
 county Carlow, esquire, of one part, and John Emerson,  
 Graigue, Queen's county (Laois), merchant, in respect of a  
 store and yard on the south side of the street leading from the  
 quay of Carlow to Dublin street. Adjacent land occupiers  
 named. Lease for named lives and renewable forever. Annual  
 rent of £22.15.0 sterling 
 (5) lease (14 March 1810). Same parties as document number  
 4 above but Emerson is the lessor and Ferrall is the lessee.  
 Same property but rent is £2.15.0;  
 (6) notebook which belonged to Colonel Philip D. Vigors,  
 Holloden, Bagenalstown, county Carlow. Contains sketches  
 and brief notes relating to various antiquities;  
 (7) bound volume which contains chronological list of the  
 seneschals and sheriffs of Queen's county (Laois) from 1557- 
 1900. 
Size 7 items 
 
 Document code P2/0037 
 Date c 13 June 1865 
 Description Photocopy of rental and particulars of the estate of Daniel  
 Thornton and several others, to be sold in the Landed Estates  
 Court. Refers to part of the lands of Ballylennon, Knockarda,  
 Palatinetown and part of Killyshane, parish of Urglin, barony of  
 Carlow, county Carlow. 
 Size 13pp 

 
 Document code P2/0038 
 Date c 20th century 
 Description File of photocopies of texts of poems. At least some were  
 written by A.G. Hade. 
 Size 7 items 
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 Document code P2/0039 
 Date 24 September 1862 
 Description Photocopy of map entitled 'part of the Finn Property in Carlow. 
  Varlow's Plot.' Shows plot at the junction of Castle street and  
 Water lane; coal market also marked thereon. Names of  
 occupiers given. Map drawn by James Hade, Carlow. 
Size 1 item 
 
 Document code P2/0040 
 Date [c 20th century] 
 Description Typescript document relating to leases granted by Henry, Earl  
 of Thomond. It states, '[His] decision to make long term leases  
 of his property resulted in registration in the early 1700's of 19  
 deeds affecting Carlow Town and surrounds. 3 other deeds  
 recited in later decades were not registered.' Document goes on 
  to give details of leases. It is incomplete. 
 Size 1p 
 
 Document code P2/0041 
 Date 1854 
 Description Bound volume comprising valuation survey of the estate of  
 James Thomas Stopford, 4th Earl of Courtown, situated in  
 county Carlow. Information recorded includes names of tenants 
  and their immediate lessors, extent of land holdings and their  
 valuations. There are also maps (linen-backed) of each  
 townland. Total valuation comes to £2883.2.0. Compiled by  
 Hodges and Smith, Map Agency Office, 104 Grafton street,  
 Dublin. 
 Size c 50pp 
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Image: P2/00041 

 

 Document code P2/0042 
 Date 1895 
 Description Illuminated address presented to Robert Gray Watson,  
 Ballydarton, county Carlow, Master of the Carlow and Island  
 Hounds, on the completion of fifty years during which time he  
 has carried the horn. Presented to Watson by named members  
 of the Carlow and Island Hunt and other friends. 
 Designed and illuminated by James McConnell, Lower  
 Sackville street, Dublin. 
 Size 8pp 

 
 Document code P2/0043 
 Date 27 January 1872 
 Description Probate of the will of Margaret Nowlan, late of Agharue, parish 
  of Tullacreen (Tullowcreen), county Carlow, widow, who died 
  on 10 January 1872. Administration of the estate granted to  
 Thomas Macdonald, of same place, one of the executors.  
 Copy of Nowlan's will (5 January 1872) is appended. 
Size 1 item 
 
 Document code P2/0044 
 Date 11 February 1815 
 Description Map of part of the lands of Fenagh, parish of Fenagh, county  
 Carlow, part of the estate of Henry Bruen, esquire. Lands  
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 shown intended as a glebe and contain 8 acres plantation  
 measure. Surveyed for the Reverend [Samuel] Downing by  
 Richard Griffith [later of Griffith's Valuation]. 
 Size 1 item (225 x 280mm) 
 

 
Image: P2/00044 
 
 Document code P2/0045 
 Date May 1807 
 Description Map of part of the lands of Killmagleny (Kilmaglin, Fenagh),  
 county Carlow, occupied by Michael Nowlan, and containing  
 93 acres, 3 roods and 15 perches. Adjacent land occupiers  
 named. Surveyed for John Watson, esquire, by Richard Griffith  
 [later of Griffith's Valuation]. 
 Size 1 item (228 x 333mm) 
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 Document code P2/0046 
 Date c 2 April 1847 
 Description Form of registry of freemasons. It lists information regarding 30  
 members of the Carlow Lodge of the Freemasons - name,  
 address and profession. Their meeting place is given as the  
 Masonic Hall, Dublin street, Carlow.  
 Attached to this form is a freemason certificate and oath (2  
 April 1847). This details an oath sworn by two members of the  
 Carlow Lodge that it operates in conformity with the rules of  
 Lodges of Freemasons in Ireland. 
 Size 2 items 

 
 Document code P2/0047 
 Date 1 March 1865 
 Description Notice issued by Alexander J. Humfrey, Clerk of the Peace for  
 county Carlow,detailing fees payable to sheriffs and others in  
 accordance with legislation, namely, An Act to Amend the  
 Procedure of the Civil Bills Courts in Ireland (27 & 28 Victoria, 
  Cap. 99). Relates to ejectment (eviction) functions. 
Size 1 item (380 x 475mm) 

 
 Document code P2/0048 
 Date [c 1832] 
 Description File of four architectural drawings by William Vitruvius  
 Morrison, architect, for Carlow Courthouse, variously,  
 basement and principal storeys and roof plan. 
 Size 4 items 
 
 Document code P2/0049 
 Date [c 1871] 
 Description File relating to poor law rating. [Seems to relate to a proposal  
 to substitute the rating system based on the poor law union to  
 one based on electoral divisions]. Includes letters from various  
 poor law unions to Henry Bruen, Oak park, county Carlow,  
 Member of Parliament. 
 Size 8 items 

 
 Document code P2/0050 
 Date 8 August 1846 
 Description Photocopy of letter from Reverend Robert Barton, Borris  
 Relief Committee, county Carlow, to William Stanley,  
 Secretary, Relief Commission. Asks Stanley to make  
 application to the Commissioners of the Relief Fund for monies  
 to be released to Borris. Barton writes that in the last week sum 
  of £49.13.0 has been raised by subscription (list of names of  
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 subscribers present). Writes that there are nearly 300 people  
 employed on public works and that the new potatoes are bad. 
Size 5pp 
 
 Document code P2/0051 
 Date 25 March 1903 
 Description Printed return showing the number of cases in which judicial  
 rents have been fixed by methods provided by the Land Law  
 Acts during the period 22 August 1881-31 December 1902.  
 Organised by province and county. 
 Size 5pp 

 
 Document code P2/0052 
 Date 26 March 1798 
 Description Document arising from a general assizes (court sitting) and  
 general gaol delivery held at Carlow. It details each case heard  
 including the names of persons involved, alleged crime and  
 sentence handed down. Alleged crimes include attempting to  
 solicit persons to join the United Irishmen ('... become one of a  
 certain wicked evil disposed and seditious party & society of  
 persons formed and associated under the Denomination of  
 United Irishmen'); murder; breaking and entering etc. Sentences 
  handed down including hanging, burning of the hand,  
 transportation and imprisonment. The names of the 23 jurors  
 are given. 

 Size 38pp 
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 Image: P2/00052 
 
 Document code P2/0053 
 Date 14 May 1828-[1830] 
 Description File relating to Carlow Gaol. Includes letter (14 May 1828)  
 from Williams & Cockburn, 4 Talbot street, Dublin, building  
 contractors, to the Commissioners for the building of Carlow  
 Gaol and Courthouse. Letter written at the request of  
 Alexander Humfrey, solicitor to the Commissioners, to explain  
 why Williams & Cockburn have sought an addition to the  
 estimate for the building of the Gaol and Courthouse, and to  
 explain why they are unable to sign the contract for the Gaol.  
 The cause arises from the fact that the Courthouse is now to be 
  built at a different site. New site will require more excavation  
 and its exposed nature means that a watchman will be required  
 day and night; statement of title (February 1830) of William  
 Fishbourne, esquire, to part of 8 acres at Carlow sold to the  
 Commissioners for the purpose of enlarging Carlow Gaol; draft  
 conveyance [1829-1830] for these lands. 
Size 5 items 
  
Document code P2/0054 
 Date 22 June 1828 
 Description Letter from William Fishbourne, Carlow, to George Gibbs,  
 esquire, [Deputy Clerk of the Crown], Dublin. Fishbourne  
 encloses affidavits he has collected regarding efforts to regulate  
 the business of coopers. A meeting was held in Carlow on 1  



 17

 May 1828, attended by twelve coopers, with the intention of  
 fixing prices for the employment of journeymen coopers and  
 making butter firkins. Fishbourne writes, 'as our Town stands  
 so high in the Butter Trade it was the wish of the Magistracy, to 
  put a stop to this Combination, that was spreading over the  
 whole Country.' Fishbourne supposes that Gibbs will send  
 Crown Summons to allow prosecution of the relevant persons. 
Size 1 item 


